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LETTER FROM THEDIRECTOR-GENERAL
Esteemed Faculty and Delegates,

Welcome to ALMUN XV! My name is Emmy K. Smith, and I have the pleasure to serve as the

Director-General for the fifteenth iteration of the distinguished Alabama Model United Nations

Conference. I am a current junior at The University of Alabama majoring in International

Studies with a triple minor in Arabic, Counterterrorism, and the Blount Scholars Program with

plans to pursue my Master’s in Public Administration here at Bama. Although the last couple

iterations of ALMUN have had to be canceled or virtually conducted, I am so excited to be back

in person with the Southeast’s premier MUN conference for high school students! We worked

hard to offer a variety of committees for our delegates ranging from traditional General

Assemblies to unexpected Crisis Committees to the blend of procedures that create the

International Court of Justice and Press Corps.

I have participated in ALMUN since I was a junior in high school, and I fell in love with it

instantly. Carrying into college, MUN has completely shaped my college experience, friend

group, career goals, and opportunities. With the Alabama International Relations Club’s MUN

team, I have had the honor to travel the country, build lifelong friendships, and take chances

that never would have been possible without MUN. Without MUN, I would be nowhere near the

person I am today. The value of my experiences as a delegate, staffer, and secretariat member

within the MUN world cannot be overstated.

If this is your first experience with MUN, I hope that you, too, will find that spark that ignites

your life in a variety of ways. I sincerely hope that ALMUN can provide you with a renewed

sense of passion and joy that will stay with you past high school. If you have any questions about

ALMUN, your committee, AIRC, MUN, or anything else, please feel free to reach me at the email

listed below. I wish you the best of luck in your research and preparation - see you at ALMUN,

and Roll Tide!

Best,

Emmy K. Smith

Director-General of ALMUN XV

almun.dg@gmail.com
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a note on Research, Preparation, & Position Papers
Your experience as a delegate doesn’t begin on the first day of the conference. Rather,

the time you spend leading up to the conference is just as important as the debate and

discussion that occurs therein. Proper research and preparation are key to a successful

performance, but for new delegates, or those without much experience, the idea of a

MUN conference and the preparation behind it can seem like an overwhelming task.

The best place to start is this Background Guide written and prepared for you by your

committee staff. This document is the perfect jumping off point for all of your research,

and it will also help you understand the innerworkings, schematics, and purpose of your

character/country assignment and role as a delegate during the conference.

The position paper is a delegate’s first impression to the dais and is the final product of a

student’s preparation and research for any Model United Nations conference. It

contains informed perspectives and histories of the state a delegate represents and is

crucial to creating an authentic MUN experience.

All delegates are strongly encouraged to submit a position paper. Each

country/character represented at ALMUN XIV must submit a position paper in order to

be considered for awards. The best position paper within each committee will be

awarded the Outstanding Position Paper award by the committee staff.

The Crisis position paper will be one page in length. It will consist of general

background information on the topic and character which can include information

found from outside sources if needed. Ad Hoc delegates will not submit a position

paper.

FORMAT
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● The position paper will be one page. Content for the paper will be broken into

paragraphs instead of additional pages. Do not exceed one page.

● The document will be single spaced, 12 pt., Times New Roman

● The document will begin with a three line header on the left side consisting of the

following:

○ Name(s) of the delegate(s)

○ Character represented by the delegate(s)

○ Committee in which the delegate(s) will participate

● Additional research outside of the background guide is discouraged, but if you do

use outside sources, citations are required. References will be cited using

footnotes in MLA format. Include the URL for electronic sources. We strongly

encourage using solely electronic sources for ease of reference.

CONTENT

Position papers will have three paragraphs outlined as follows:

The first paragraph introduces the character assigned to the delegate. It should

include a summary of who the character is and the character’s powers. This summary

reinforces that the delegate understands the position of the character. Powers can

include those which are not necessarily expressly permitted according to the

background  guide but are synthesized from what the background guide describes.

The second paragraph analyzes the character’s role in the crisis at hand. The

delegate should give a brief explanation of the crisis from the perspective of the

character. More importantly, the paper should describe the character’s role in the

overarching story of the crisis.

The third paragraph consists of an informed discussion of solutions to be proposed

by the delegate(s) at the conference. It uses the research done on the crisis and

synthesizes it into new and creative ideas based on the character represented by the

student.
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OTHER TIPS & NOTES

● You may write in the first-person to express your character’s beliefs and opinions

● Avoid the passive voice

● Write matter-of-factly rather than with embellished language

● Remember to cite your sources in-text if necessary

Please use example position paper provided on the ALMUN website for ideas on how

the writing and style should look, as well as how to present the information needed to

prepare for the conference

If you are looking for more information on how a committee runs and debate flows,

please check out our Delegate Resource Guide and Handbook for Rules and Procedures.

These two documents will break down everything you need to know about awards,

parliamentary procedure, and even offer a brief rundown and history of your

committee’s branch.

Please submit all position papers to this Google Form,

no later than February 10rd, 2023 at 11:59 p.m. CT

DELEGATES THAT DO NOT SUBMIT POSITION

PAPERS WILL BE INELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS.

https://forms.gle/QWZ4FZXLkNB642Da6
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Letters from the Dias

Hi delegates,

My name is Tyler Tannehill (He/Him), and it is a distinct privilege to serve as the

Crisis Director of the People Power Revolution Committee! I am a senior majoring

in Political Science and History, with a minor in International Studies and on the

Pre-Law Track. I first became involved in ALMUN as a co-chair, then as Crisis

Director of ALMUN XIV’s Five Nights at Freddy’s Crisis Committee. I am an active

delegate on the collegiate MUN circuit, and I serve on the executive board of the

Queer Student Association and as Senator of the Arts and Sciences College of the

Student Government Association.

Whether you are an experienced delegate or someone totally new to the world of

MUN, take this time as a delegate of ALMUN XV to be both engaged and having

fun! This is an opportunity to both grow in terms of public speaking skills and

making new friends amongst other high schoolers. The direction that you take the

Philippines is in your hands, so make the best of this experience with the utmost

creativity and enthusiasm!

Take care in reading this background guide thoroughly, as the biggest hints for

what is to come are contained in the information provided. My most sincere

request for you all, delegates, is to be very knowledgeable on the purpose and

execution of crisis notes, crisis directives, and parliamentary procedure.

I am so honored to be running a crisis committee for the last time before my

graduation. Have confidence and determination—the fate of the Philippines is in

your hands!

Sincerely,

Crisis Director Tyler Tannehill

tntannehill@crimson.ua.edu

mailto:tntannehill@crimson.ua.edu
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Good morrow delegates!

My name is Dylan and I’m very excited to be serving as your chair for such a

unique committee! I’m a Junior currently pursuing a degree in International Studies

with a minor in Arabic, and it’s my dream to serve in the US State Department at some

point after graduation. Model UN is an integral part of my college experience, and I’ve

been active in MUN conferences since high school.

I’m not really involved in other clubs on campus, but I spend my free time

scrolling twitter and playing and replaying Bloodborne. I’m looking forward to plenty of

innovative solutions and alternate history from this committee, and I can’t wait to see

your interpretations of the Philippines’ history. If you have any questions or concerns,

feel free to reach out to me or our Crisis Director, Tyler Tannehill.

Dylan Davis | djdavis8@crimson.ua.edu
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Overview

This People Power Revolution, also known as the EDSA Revolution or the February

Revolution, was a series of mass demonstrations that took place between February 22 to

25, 1986. Their strategy of civil resistance and nonviolent tactics led to the removal of

Ferdinand Marcos and the end of his 20-year rule as a dictator. While this may be the

historically correct chain of events, the People Power Revolution Committee is

encouraged to tackle and assess all options on the table—not just follow the past.

Philippine Independence, 1946

The Philippines once was under the governmental control of Spain, and the Filipino

people became revolutionaries who sought independence from their colonizers1. The

Philippine Revolution of 1896 led to a truce, the Pact of Biak-na-Bato, between the

Filipino revolutionaries and the Spanish colonial government on December 14, 1897.

Emilio Aguinaldo and other revolutionaries were exiled to Hong Kong and received

compensation.

At the beginning of the Spanish-American War, United States forces sailed from

Hong Kong to Manila Bay, where they defeated Spanish forces and gained control of the

Spanish colonial government. The U.S. Navy brought Aguinaldo back to the Philippines,

and he later declared independence on June 12, 1898. This 21-page declaration was

signed by 98 Filipinos appointed by Aguinaldo and one retired American artillery officer,

Colonel L. M. Johnson. The proclamation was promulgated by 190 municipal presidents

from the 16 provinces controlled by the revolutionary army on August 1, 1989 and soon

ratified by the revolutionary legislature, the Malolos Congress.

Despite this effort, the Philippines failed to gain international recognition of its

independence2, especially from the United States and Spain. In the 1898 Treaty of Paris,

Spain ceded the Philippines to the United States. The revolutionary government did not

2 Philippine Independence Declared

1 Philippine Independence Declared
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recognize the treaty, and thus they fought in the Philippine-American War. Philippine

President Aguinaldo was eventually captured, ending the war officially in a victory for the

United States while some other revolutionary forces continued fighting for several more

years. The Philippines would be under the domain of the United States for almost 50 more

years.

In 1902, the United States Congress passed the Philippine Organic Act, which

provided for the creation of a Philippine Assembly. Members of the legislature would be

elected by Filipino males. This act was superseded by the 1916 Jones Act which included

the first official declaration of the United States’ commitment to eventually grant

independence to the Philippines. The 1934 Tydings—McDuffie Act, also known as the

Philippines Independence Act, created the Commonwealth of the Philippines the

following year, increasing self- governance and established a process towards full

independence.

The time of independence was originally scheduled for 1944 but was delayed by

World War II and the Japanese occupation of the Philippines. The United States finally

granted independence to the Philippines in 1946 through the Treaty of Manila.

First Term of President Marcos (1965-1969)

Inaugurated on December 30, 1965, Ferdinand Marcos3 came into power as the

tenth president of the Philippines, with roughly 52% of the popular vote and defeating the

incumbent president Diosdado Macapagal in the Election of 19654. Marcos became quite

popular with his aggressive program of infrastructure development funded by foreign

loans5.

Among the major projects Marcos embarked on was the construction of the

Cultural Center of the Philippines complex, which became one of the first examples of

5 Tadem, “Philippines: The Marcos Debt”

4 Szczepanski, “Biography of Ferdinand Marcos, Dictator of the Philippines”

3 “Ferdinand Marcos”
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what was known as the Marcoses’ edifice complex—the practice of using publicly funded

construction projects as political and election propaganda.

With re-election on his agenda, Marcos took massive foreign loans to fund

infrastructure projects, creating a budget deficit 72% higher than the Philippine

government’s annual deficit from 1961 to 1965. This exemplified a pattern of loan-funded

spending which continued through 1986.

Soon after the election, Marcos formed close ties with officers of the Philippine

military and allowed many of the armed forces to continue in their posts past their

retirement age or rewarded with civilian government positions. In an unprecedented

move, Marcos chose to serve as his own defense secretary in order to have a direct hand

in running the military. Marcos greatly increased the budget of the armed forces, having

them involved in civil projects such as the construction of schools. Marcos also gained the

support of U.S. President Johnson by allowing limited Philippine involvement in the

Vietnam war through the Philippine Civic Action Group. This was a reversal of Marcos’

pre-presidential position of not sending Philippine forces to Vietnam.

Marcos ran for a second term under the banner of the Nacionalista Party6. During

the 1969 campaign, Marcos launched about $50 million worth in infrastructure projects.

This rapid spending was so massive that it would be responsible for the balance of

payments crisis of 1970, which its inflationary damage would lead to social unrest and

Marcos’ declaration of martial law in 1972. The Marcos Administration requested help

from the International Monetary Fund, and the IMF offered a debt restructuring deal.

New policies, including a greater emphasis on exports and the relaxation of controls of the

peso, were put in place. The peso was allowed to float to a lower market value, resulting in

drastic inflation and social unrest.

From the 1960s, Marcos engaged in unofficial diplomacy with the Soviet Bloc,

stemming from the Sino-Soviet split. The Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas-1930, an

6 Szczepanski, “Biography of Ferdinand Marcos, Dictator of the Philippines”
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officially illegal Soviet-allied organization, had endorsed Marcos in 1965. Their

counterpart, the China-aligned Communist Party of the Philippines7, provoked Marcos

into supporting the PKP-1930, which their members were appointed as salaried

“researchers.” These connections were utilized as a channel of negotiation with the Soviet

Union8 on geopolitical and economic lines. When Marcos became president in 1965, the

Philippines was ideologically caught up with the anti-communist scare perpetuated by the

United States during the Cold War. Marcos emphasized the “threat” represented by the

formation of the Communist Party of the Philippines in 1969, even though it started as a

small organization. However, unintended consequences of Marcos’ condemnation

resulted in the mythologization of their group and attracted more supporters with their

revolutionary aura.

Even with his garnered popularity with the infrastructure projects, Marcos

resorted to vote buying, terrorism, and ballot-snatching. Marcos used the military and the

government bureaucracy for his campaign, with members of the Armed Forces of the

Philippines participating in putting up campaign propaganda. The most violent

election-related incidents occurred in Batanes, where Philippine Constabulary officers,

paramilitary groups, and hired guns essentially took over the island. Motorcycle-riding

thugs rode around terrorizing voters and Comelec officials as well as physically assaulted

opposition leaders.

Second Term of President Marcos (1969-1972)

Marcos was re-elected on November 11, 1969, marking him as the first Filipino

president to win a second term. This phase of Marcos’ tenure was characterized by social

unrest, beginning with the 1969 Philippine balance of payments crisis8 that was already

underway during the second inauguration.

8 Pena, “Marcos’ Martial Law”

7 “Communist Part of the  Philippines—New People’s Army”
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Opposition groups clearly began to form, with “moderate” groups calling for

political reform and “radical” grl9ups who projected a more radical-left ideology. Marcos’

spending during the campaign led to opposition figures such as Senator Lorenzo Tanada,

Senator Jovito Salonga, and Senator Jose W. Diokno to accuse Marcos of wanting to say in

power even beyond the two-term maximum set for the presidency by the 1935

constitution. “Moderate” opposition included statesmen and politicians opposed to the

increasingly more authoritarian Marcos administration and mostly focused their political

efforts from the system within. Election reform calls for a nonpartisan constitutional

convention, and calls not to have Marcos exceed the two-term presidential limit were the

“moderate” concerns. The National Union of Students in the Philippines, the National

Student League, and the later Movement of Concerned Citizens for Civil Liberties also

were known to be in the “moderate” camp.

The “radical” opposition included those who wanted broader, more systemic

political reforms, usually as part of the National Democracy Movement—aiming to

establish a people’s democracy with the Communist Party in the Philippines as the

vanguard party and to address the “root causes of social injustices affecting the Filipino

masses” in what was analyzed to be “semi-colonial and semi-feudal society.” National

Democracy emphasized the “three fundamental problems” of imperialism, feudalism, and

bureaucratic capitalism.” Besides the Communist Party of the Philippines, other groups

considered “radical” were the Kabataang Makabayan (Radical Youth), the Samahang

Demokratiko ng Kabataan (Association of Democratic Youth), and the Malayang

Pagkakaisa ng Kabataang Pilipino (Free Union of Filipino Youth).

Marcos responded to both “moderate” and “radical” groups with military force in

what culminated as the First Quarter Storm10. The FQS was a period of civil unrest which

took place in the first quarter year of 1970, including a series of demonstrations, protests,

and marches against the Marcos administration. This civil resistance was largely

organized by students and supported by workers, peasants, and members of the urban

10 Communist Part of the Philippines—New People’s Army”

9 Communist Part of the Philippines—New People’s Army”
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poor. They voiced their concerns with social problems, authoritarianism, alleged election

cheating, and corruption under Marcos. This civil resistance collapsed due to violent

dispersals of the FQS protestors. As a result, many of the “moderate” positions became

“radical” as they saw no other alternative for political change.

On March 12, 1970, the Philippine Senate released its special committee findings

that the January 1970 rallies held that protestors had no firearms and questioned the

military’s decision to fire their weapons. A bipartisan bill was passed that identified six

demonstrators killed by law enforcement during the January 30 incident, including two

who died of gunshot wounds days after. The bill ordered the Department of Social

Welfare to administer assistance to the families of the victims. Marcos signed the bill into

law on September 30, 1971. Later during the period of martial law, however, Marcos in

1977 declared the remaining compensation fund dormant and directed it to the general

fund.

On February 1, 1971, students, faculty, and residents of the University of the

Philippines Diliman led an uprising in protest of the three centavo increase in oil prices.

This became known as the Diliman Commune, referring to an international community

established by the protesters after the Paris Commune of 1871. Like the supporters of the

Paris Commune, the protestors referred to themselves as Communards. They renamed

the university to “Free Commune of UP Diliman.” Protestors also took control of the

DZUP radio station and the UP Press and ran their own publication called the “Red Flag.”

Ultimately, their efforts were thwarted by military force, which resulted in the arrests of

students and protestors, destruction of UP Diliman properties, the death of Pastor Mesina

and eventually martial law11 in 1972.

Another contributing factor that led to Marcos declaring martial laws was the 1971

Plaza Miranda bombing. Two grenades were launched at a political rally of the Liberal

Party, killing nine and injuring 95 others. Marcos used the bombing to justify his

subsequent suspension of habeas corpus, an act that would later be seen as a prelude to

11 Pena, “Marco’s Martial Law”
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declaration of martial law. The suspension of habeas corpus forced many members of the

“moderate” opposition to join the ranks of the “radicals.” Marcos referred to all the

opposition as communists12, and many former moderates fled to mountain encampments

of the radical opposition to avoid arrest. The Plaza Miranda later became the venue of the

Movement of Concerned Citizens for Civil Liberties led by Senator Jose W. Diokno on

September 21, 1972, where 50 thousand people gathered to protest the impending

martial law declaration of the Marcos administration. Hours after this demonstration

ended, Marcos quickly declared martial law13.

Starting in 1967, civil society groups and opposition leaders began campaigning to

initiate a constitutional convention which would revise the 1935 Constitution of the

Philippines. Marcos surprised his critics by endorsing a constitutional convention. A total

of 320 delegates were elected to the convention. By 1972, the convention had been

obstructed by political maneuvering and delays, and its credibility took a severe hit when a

delegate was exposed in a bribery scheme in which delegates were paid to vote in favor of

the Marcoses—with First Lady Imelda Marcos herself implicated in the allegations. When

martial law was declared in 1972, Marcos effectively dismantled the investigations into

the scheme and had 11 opposition delegates arrested. The remaining opposition

delegates were forced to go into hiding or exile.

Within two months, an entirely new draft of the constitution was created and a

1973 constitutional plebiscite was called to ratify the new constitution. However, the

validity of the voting to approve it was called into question because Marcos replaced the

method of voting through secret ballot system with a system of voice vote voting by

“citizen’s assemblies.”

On September 23, 1972, the public was notified of Marcos’ declaration of martial

law by Proclamation No. 108114. Ruling by decree, he almost dissolved press freedom and

other civil liberties to create a propaganda machine, closed down Congress and media

14 Pena, “Marco’s Martial Law”

13 Pena, “Marco’s Martial Law”

12 ”Communist Part of the Philippines—New People’s Army”
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establishments, and ordered the arrest of opposition leaders and militant activists,

including Senators Benigno15 Aquino Jr., Jovito Salonga, and Jose W. Diokno. The early

years of martial law gained public approval as it was believed to have caused crime rates

to drop. Marcos claimed that martial law would be laying the foundation for his Bagong

Lipunan, a “New Society” based on new social and political values. Marcos projected the

need to reform society by placing it under control of a “benevolent dictator” which would

guide the undisciplined populace through times of chaos.

The Marcos administration utilized a wide range of propaganda tools, including

speeches, books, lectures, slogans, and numerous propaganda songs to promote  “New

Society16.” The Marcos administration also instituted their own youth organization, the

Kabataang Barangay, led by the Marcoses eldest daughter Imee. Presidential Decree 684

urged youths aged 15 to 18 to go to camps and do volunteer work. In October 1974,

Marcos and the Soviet-aligned PKP-1930 entered into a “national unity agreement” by

which the Soviet splinter camp would support New Society programs such as land reform,

trade union reform, and including revitalized relations with the Soviet Bloc.

In 1973, a referendum on martial law resulted in 90.77% voting yes and 9.23%

voting no. Between 1972 and 1976, Marcos increased the size of the military from 65

thousand to 270 thousand personnel in response to the fall of South Vietnam to the

communists and the growing tide of communism in Southeast Asia. Military officers

became part of the leadership of media corporations, public utilities, development

projects, and other private corporations. Marcos also made efforts to heavily increase

military spending as well as the growth of domestic weapons manufacturing. By 1977, the

armed forces had quadrupled and over 60 thousand Filipinos had been arrested for

political reasons. In 1981, U.S. Vice President George H.W. Bush praised Marcos for his

“adherence to democratic principles and to the democratic processes.”

No United States government official ever publicly questioned the authority of

Marcos as the Philippines was seen as a vital asset in thwarting the spread of communism

across Southeast Asia. From the declaration of martial law in 1972 to 1983, the U.S.

16 Makebenta, “Ferdinand Marcos and the ‘New Society’”

15 “From Senator to Prisoner”
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government provided $2.5 billion in bilateral military and economic aid to the Marcos

regime. The World Bank and other multilateral institutions provided about $5.5 billion.

By 1977, reports of “gross human rights violations” had culminated in pressure

from the international community and U.S. President Jimmy Carter to call on Marcos to

release Ninoy Aquino from arrest and to hold parliamentary elections to signal

“normalization” after the declaration of martial law. Marcos did not agree to release

Senator Aquino but conceded in his announcement for a 1978 Philippine parliamentary

election. The election was contested by several parties including Ninoy Aquino’s newly

formed party, Lakas ng Bayan17 (LABAN) and the Marcos regime’s party known as the

Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL).

Irregularities in the election demonstrated pre-stuffed ballot boxes, phony voter

registration, manipulated election returns, and vote buying. LABAN’s campaigning faced

restrictions, including Marco’s refusal to release Aquino in order to campaign. All LABAN’s

candidates lost the election, and Marco’s KBL party won 137 seats. On January 17, 1981,

Marcos lifted martial law through Proclamation No. 2045, while retaining the suspension

of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus for rebellion and subversion-related crimes.

The lifting of martial law was politically convenient with the newly elected U.S. President

Ronald Reagan and the visit of Pope John Paul II. The lifting was an attempt to attract

support from Reagan and minimize criticism from the Pope.

Third Term as President Marcos (1981-present)

On June 16, 1981, the first presidential election in twelve years was held and six

months after the lifting of martial law. President Marcos ran while the major opposition

parties, the United Nationalists Democratic Organizations18 (UNIDO, a coalition of

opposition parties and LABAN, boycotted the election. Marcos won a massive landslide

victory over the other candidates as a result. The lifting of martial law alleviated pressure

18 “United Nationalist Democratic Organization”

17 Dooc, “The Sad Tale of PDP-Laban”
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on the Communist Party of the Philippines19 and their New People’s Army, and the group

was able to return to urban areas and form relationships with legal opposition

organizations. The CCP became more successful in attacks against the Marcos

government throughout the country. The violence inflicted  by the communists reached its

peak in 1985 with 1,282 military and police deaths and 1,362 civilian deaths.

Due to the Marcos administration’s large spending that exacerbated the public

debt20 since Marco’s first presidential term in the 1960s, the Philippines was vulnerable

when the United States economy went into recession in 1981, forcing the Reagan

administration to increase interest rates. The Philippine economy then began to decline,

and both economic and political instability produced the worst recession in Philippine

history in 1984 and 1985. The Philippine economy contracted by 7.3% for two

consecutive years, and poverty incidence at 49% or roughly half of the Philippine

population.

On August 21, 1983, opposition leader Ninoy Aquino returned to the Philippines

after three years in exile in the United States. Marcos released Aquino from arrest for him

to have a heart bypass operation to save his life, but was repeatedly warned by the

Marcoses and Aquino’s own family to not return to the Philippines. Ninoy Aquino felt it

was necessary to return as opposition movements were faltering. However, Aquino was

assassinated on the tarmac at Manila International Airport. Opposition blamed Marcos

directly while others blamed the military and First Lady Imelda. Following Ninoy’s death,

his wife Corazon “Cory” Aquino21became active in various demonstrations against the

Marcos regime. She then became the figurehead of the anti-Marcos opposition.

In August 1985, 56 Assemblymen signed a resolution calling for the impeachment

of President Marcos for alleged diversion of United States aid for personal use. Evidence

from a San Jose Mercury News expose detailed the Marcoses ’multimillion dollar

investment and property holdings in the United States. However, the impeachment

21 “From Housewife to President: The Story of Cory Aquino”

20 Pena, “Marco’s Martial Law”

19 Communist Part of the Philippines—New People’s Army”
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attempt found little traction and all momentum for removing Marcos under constitutional

process dissipated.

Snap Presidential Election of 1985

After being dared by an American Journalist, President Marcos declared a snap

election during an interview on the American Broadcasting Company. Marcos also

declared February 6 and 7 as a nationwide non-working holiday to “give all registered

voters the fullest opportunity to exercise their right to suffrage.” Marcos called for a

presidential election early to solidify support22 from the United States and other foreign

allies and to finally put the issues regarding the assassination of Benigno Aquino Jr. to rest.

The incumbent Ferdinand Marcos faced opposition from UNIDO23 leader Corazon “Cory”

Aquino, widow of Ninoy Aquino. A petition urged Corazon to run for president,

accumulating 1.2 million signatures supporting her run for the Philippine presidency.

During the campaign, Marcos attacked Corazon Aquino on her husband’s previous ties to

communists, and Marcos characterized the election as a fight “between democracy and

communism.” Aquino refuted this and declared that she would not appoint a single

communist to her cabinet. As of February 7, 1986, the Philippine people have voted and

await the results of the snap election.

23 “United Nationalist Democratic Organization”

22 “Ferdinand Marcos”
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Questions to Consider

1. How will the opposition resist the Marcos regime? Will the

committee resort to violent or nonviolent means to thwart the

Marcoses?

2. Will the opposition appeal to the “radicals” and Communist Party of

the Philippines or differentiate themselves as “moderates”?

3. How can the opposition sustain democratization over the long term?
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Character Dossier

Salvador Laurel, Vice Presidential Candidate

Formerly a senator of the Philippines, Salvador Laurel now has his eyes set on the second

highest public office in the country. With the unanimous consent from the 1985 UNIDO

national convention, Laurel hopes to use this mandate to attract a nationwide consensus

to oust Ferdinand Marcos from power. Laurel was an outspoken critic during martial law,

and he gained support in part due to his fiery speeches and charisma.

Joaquin “Chino” Roches, Chairman of the Cory Aquino for President

Movement

During martial law, Roches was jailed alongside Ninoy Aquino and other critics of the

Marcos regime. After Ninoy’s assassination, Roches notably intensified protests regarding

his ally’s death. On October 15, 1985, Roches founded the Cory Aquino for President

Movement (CAPM), which gathered over one million signatures from across the nation to

petition Cory Aquino to run against Ferdinand Marcos.

Aquilino Pimentel Jr., Chairman of UNIDO

Formerly a delegate to the 1971 Constitutional Convention, he was obstructed from his

duties there by arrest and was released from prison at the signing of the Constitution. In
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1980, Pimentel became the Chairman of UNIDO, where Salvador Laurel founded the

party in name and Pimentel orchestrated political planning and coordination between the

UNIDO staff and leadership. Pimentel hopes to utilize UNIDO as a political party that

replaces the establishment New Society Movement led by Ferdinand Marcos.

Joker Arroyo, Constitutional Lawyer

Starting his career as a professional lawyer in 1953, Joker Arroyo has supported many

clients from the middle class and low-income families. Arroyo began demonstrating his

effect with constitutional law when he argued before the Supreme Court. Arroyo

questioned the legality of Proclamation No. 1081, which placed the Philippines under

martial law. Arroyo continues to argue cases at the highest judicial body in hopes of

limiting the Marcos regime.

Rene Saguisag, Human Rights Lawyer

At the beginning of martial law in 1972, Rene Saguisag rose to prominence as a human

rights attorney who legally contested the many arrests orchestrated by the Marcos

regime. In September 1972, Saguisag was jailed without being charged of a crime, and

after his release Saguisag founded the Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG). This new

organization significantly helped coordinate the many human rights abuses cases that

would be challenged in the Philippine courts.



ALMUN XIV: People Power Revolution| 24

Sylvia Mayuga, Journalist

One of many journalists fired by orders of the Marcos administration, Sylvia Mayuga had

spent two years working under the Bulletin Today before her termination. Many of

Mayuga’s journalist pieces were banned by martial law, yet she persisted and aimed to

disseminate news materials without being detected by authorities. With martial law

ending in 1981, Sylvia now has garnered respect amongst her journalist colleagues for her

determination and covert tactics.

John Chua, Photographer

A reputable photographer known across the Philippines, John Chua initially had no desire

to insert himself into any matter of politics. However, his pictures taken at the site of

Ninoy Aquino’s assassination propelled him to counter the ill effects of authoritarianism.

Instead of campaign snapshots for the Cory Aquino presidential campaign, Chua focused

on capturing victims of arrest and other forms of repression by the Marcos regime.

Ricardo Vidal, President of the Catholic Bishops Conference

An Archbishop of Cebu, Ricardo Vidal now leads the Catholic Bishops Conference and

oversees networking across the Philippines. A close friend of Cardinal Jaime Sin, Vidal has

deferred political interference to Cardinal Sin. With bishops uncertain of the Marcos

regime’s reaction to a more political clergy, many trust Vidal to protect the Conference
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while Cardinal Sin takes his personal public stances to support UNIDO and presidential

candidate Cory Aquino.

Manual Yan, Former Chief of Staff of Armed Forces

After serving as the Chief of the Philippine Constabulary, Manual Yan was appointed by

Ferdinand Marcos as the Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces. However, Yan resigned from

his post in 1972 due to sharp disagreement with the Marcos administration initiating

martial law. Yan still has some dependable contacts with high leadership of the military,

but the Marcos regime has kept a watchful eye on Yan since his abrupt departure from the

administration.

Ernesto Maceda, Political Advisor

Once serving different cabinet positions under the Marcos administration, Ernesto

Maceda went into exile in the United States due to disagreements over martial law.

Maceda became Ninoy Aquino’s closest advisor and worked alongside him once Ninoy

was also exiled to the United States. Maceda has returned to the Philippines to personally

advise Cory Aquino on her presidential bid as well as hopes to rekindle his own political

career.
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Ramon Mitra Jr., Former Senator

One of the 95 injured people of the Plaza Miranda bombing, Ramon Mitra Jr. was one of

the leaders of the Liberal Party who secured a senate seat. However, his term was cut

short due to the 1972 martial law and his subsequent arrest as one of the first during that

period. Now released from prison, Mitra is expected to win this election under the Liberal

Party due to their coalition effort with UNIDO. Hoping to reestablish relationships with

his colleagues he once served with, Mitra aims to steer the Philippines into a more

inclusive future.

Alberto Romulo, Assemblyman

Alberto Romulo now serves as Assemblyman for the District of Quezon City. On August

13, 1985, Romulo alongside 55 other Assemblypersons signed a resolution for Ferdinand

Marcos’ impeachment following the San Jose Mercury News expose scandal. Romulo led

the impeachment effort, supported strongly by his constituents but failed to gain broader

support amongst other regions of the Philippines.

Neptali Gonzales, Assemblyman

A distinguished law professor who helped some political detainees during the period of

martial law, Neptali Gonzales serves in the position of Assemblyman for the District of

Mandaluyong-San Juan since 1984. Campaigning on a platform of transparency and
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economic reform, his constituents wish to see Gonzales steer the Philippines away from

tendencies that resulted in plights such as the balance of payments crisis of 1970.

Hernando Perez, Assemblyman

Serving as an Assemblyman for the District of Batangas since 1984, Hernando Perez has

aimed to use his public office to support Cory Aquino and aid all other UNIDO candidates

to rise to elected positions. Compromising with other officials and campaign fundraising

have been Perez’s primary tactics, and he hopes to see a more impactful role in an

executive administration as a reward of his efforts.

Vincente Paterno, Chairman of Metro Manila

Businessman and politician, Vincente Paterno has utilized his networking gained from his

previous position in the Marcos administration as Ministry of Industry. Now, Paterno sees

the only viable path forward for the Philippines is to oust Marcos from power, who has

dragged the Philippine economy into ruins. Chairman of an electric power distribution

company, Paterno aims to protect his company and prevent others from corruption by the

Marcos administration.
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Jaime Ongpin, President of Benguet Corporation

A 1962 graduate from Harvard Business School, Jaime Ongpin has proved his worth in

leading the Benguet Corporation, one of the Philippines’ leading gold mining companies.

Initially hoping to fund Cory Aquino’s bid for the presidency, the Marcos administration

threatened Ongpin of seizing company assets if such aid were to happen. Ongpin now

discreetly advises UNIDO on economic policy as one of the party’s strongest elite allies.

Solita “Winnie” Monsod, Economic Advisor

Brought on board for the Cory Aquino presidential campaign, Solita “Winnie” Monsod

offers her expertise as an economist and with her relationships with various business

elites. Graduated in 1959 from the University of the Philippines Diliman and obtained her

Master of Arts in economics from the University of Pennsylvania in 1962, she has assisted

both Philippine and American companies. Cory Aquino relies on Monsod not only for

securing political donations but also to remain in good standing with business leaders who

hopefully will continue to support Aquino.

Eva Kalaw, Vice Presidential Candidate

The Vice-Presidential Candidate of the Liberal Party, Eva Kalaw leads her own section of

the Liberal Party known as the ‘Kalaw Wing.’ One of the staunchest opposition figures of

the Marcoses who ran on a campaign platform of anti-corruption, Kalaw has built a

reputation for her sharp disagreement in political strategy with others in the Liberal Party

leadership and in her aims to bring back the Liberal Party to national prominence.

Eugenia Apostol, Publisher

Founding Chair of the Philippine Daily Inquirer and publisher of the tabloid Mr. &amp; Ms.

Special Editions, Eugenia Apostol heads two of the leading papers that openly opposed the

Marcos Regime. Despite some recent liftings of media restrictions, Apostol and her staff

have seemingly been tailed by undercover government officials. Apostol has not been
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seen in the public eye for some time, and fellow media institutions assume that she has

taken a covert approach to avoid pretext for arrest.

June Keithley-Castro, Radio Broadcaster

Holding her own small radio broadcasting establishment, Juan Keithley-Castro has opted

to avoid national attention and work alongside a small team of fellow media specialists.

Keithley-Castro has seen the dire ramifications for journalists openly reporting the abuses

of the Marcoses, and so Keithley-Castro currently communicates with her radio listeners

on an anonymous radio frequency. For now, authorities have had the most difficulty

monitoring the activity of this radio frequency and have not identified Keithley-Castro.
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